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Press Release

Strategic Baltic Sea Region project "Best Agers" starts officially in Riga, Latvia
With demographic change and the recent economic crisis looming, the cities and regions of the Baltic Sea region have to find creative ways of disclosing and utilizing unused opportunities. One of these hidden potentials are people in the prime of their lives, the so-called "best agers". In an EU-funded transnational project with the same name, organizations from around the Baltic Sea join forces to create a cross-generational innovation environment.
Riga, LV, February 2, 2010:  The "Best Agers" project will be officially started with a kick-off meeting taking place 10-12 February 2010 in Riga, Latvia. On the first day, representatives of the 19 partner organisations will sign the Partnership Agreement. Furthermore, the participants will discuss demographic change in the Baltic Sea region and innovative ways to counteract it. The event is hosted by one of the two Latvian project partners, the Stockholm School of Economics in Riga.
The project sets out to compare present preconditions in the Baltic Sea region with regard to the employment situation, skills, motivation and training needs of members of the generation 55+. In four thematic work packages the partners will jointly develop, implement and evaluate 13 innovative pilot initiatives to raise awareness of the manifold capabilities and potentials of the best agers and change the widespread perception that older people are a burden to society. 
Putting the Best Agers’ knowledge and experience to use will keep them in the centre of society even after retirement and disclose their value as a resource for economy and society throughout the Baltic Sea region. 
"Best Agers" is a transnational project implemented under the Baltic Sea Region Programme 2007-2013 (INTERREG IVB). It is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and has a total budget of approximately 4.5 m EUR. 19 partner organisations from eight countries will work together to increase the involvement of best agers (defined in the project as people aged 55 and older) in the labour market and in innovation and entrepreneurship activities. The project has a lifetime of 36 months and will last until December 2012. Due to its relevance for the whole Baltic Sea region and its focus on implementation the project has been awarded the status of a “strategic project”.
Exemplary activities are coaching services for small and medium-sized enterprises by retired professionals, mentoring of students and start-up companies by successful entrepreneurs and the creation of strategies to keep the know-how of retiring workers within companies.
The findings and achievements of the "Best Agers" project will be communicated constantly to the European public and relevant stakeholders through the project's website (www.best-agers-project.eu), a newsletter, and further publications and events.
For more information, please contact
Put your local contact person here.
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